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Course Description:

This course aims to reflect and present the academic discussion revolving around the 
notion of cultural diversity. What is diversity? Where and in what form does it exist? What 
are the challenges and promises of diversity? What are its shortcomings? How can we 
relate diversity to ethnicity and culture? How can we make sense of diversity in real life 
situations? How can we study diversity? 

The principal target of this course is to analyse the idea of diversity and capture its 
significance in an anthropological context. The theory as well as the uses of diversity will 
be studied in a primarily anthropological framework in relation to culture and ethnicity. 
Along with the anthropological standpoint, the relevance of the metropolitan, multicultural 
and global contexts will be also highlighted keeping the discussion close to a cultural 
studies agenda as well as anthropology.

Grading System:

Paper: 50%
Reading Assignments: 30%
Presentation: 15%
Participation: 5%

Paper: 
Cultural diversity term paper will be about any topic you choose comprising an argument 
and a fieldwork. Fieldwork can be about any group, cultural space, minority, hybrid identity 
or ethnic allegiance to be studied in its own subjectivity. The paper should preferably be 
about 6-8 pages long although there are no strict upper limits.

Reading Assignments: 
There will be two reading assignments that will be assigned on two separate weeks about 
2 to 3 pages long.  The papers will discuss what the student has understood from the 
readings of the specific week. The assignment questions will be given 1 or 2 weeks prior to 
the due date.

Presenta1on: 
Presentations will be about ten-minutes long each about a specific article assigned in the 
syllabus for that specific week. The main focus and concern should be summarising and 
reviewing the relevant reading in the light of all what we have seen in class so far.
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Schedule:

Week 1
About the Course: What is Diversity? 

History & Theory

Week 2
Anthropology: Themes & Interests
E3 (1-11) K (1-12)

Week 3
Anthropology: Theoretical Roots
E3 (12-31) K (34-74)

Methodology

Week 4 
Fieldwork & Ethnography
E3 (32-51) K (13-33)

Week 5
Methodological Challenge I
Inside/Outside: Objective/Subjective: Emic/Etic
Margaret Mead and Samoa (1988) [Documentary]
Q

Week 6
Methodological Challenge II
Culture, Self & Other
A (107-167), P (23-42) C (114-133)

Ethnicity, Religion & Identity

Week 7
Ethnicity, Ethnic Boundaries & the Nation
E1 (1-69), N1 (9-62)

Week 8
Essentialism & Fundamentalism
G, M (130-151)

Culture & Diversity

Week 9
Anti-essentialism, Performance & Difference
H, I (116-137)
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Week 10
Globalisation and Global Mélange
E3 (367-390), N2 (43-63), U
 
Week 11
The Politics of Multiculturalism
E1 (174-197), O (7-41, 68-93), T

Week 12
Hybridity & Diversity
N2 (65-121), J, S (181-200)

Week 13
Creolisation & Other Hybridities
B, E2, D, F

Week 14
Interculturalism & Transculturality
O (143-164), L, R

Week 15
Diversity & Complexity
E3 (308-328)
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